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Dear Parents, Carers & Parishioners, 

We have had a wonderful second week here at St Joseph’s.  You will see that the building work is now 

nearly complete.  The gates will open soon for our new dedicated entrance for Nursery and the Light-

house Hub.  I have visited classes throughout the week and observed the wonderful learning taking place. 

Children are engaged in activities and enjoying the challenges their teachers present to them.  

I am extremely impressed with how children have been conducting themselves around school. I have 

seen some fantastic examples of children showing kindness, empathy and respect to each other.  

Wishing you a lovely weekend,  

David 

 

Parents Welcome Meetings 

We will be holding special welcome meetings for all parents very soon.  This is an 

opportunity for you to meet the class teacher, be given class routines, key dates 

and the opportunity for any niggling questions to be answered.  Each teacher will 

be holding 2 presentations thus allowing working parents or for those with quite 

a distance to travel to still be able to meet the teacher and receive all the infor-

mation they need.  Thank you in advance for your support. 

Year 1 / 2:  Thursday 28th September -  3:30pm and 4:30pm 

Year 3 / 4 :  Thursday 21st September -  3:30pm and 4:30pm 

Year 5 / 6:  Thursday 5th October—3:30pm and 4:30pm 

 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

Many people within the community have been affected by cancer so this cause is close 

to a great number of people’s hearts.  There will be a cake and book sale in the school 

hall on Friday 29th September.  To help make this event the overwhelming success it we 

know that it will be, if at all possible, for cakes and buns to be donated; these can be 

handed into school on the morning of the event. All children will then be able to pur-

chase a cake/bun during the morning.   Thank you for your continued support.  
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School Arrivals 

Our new soft arrival routine is working exceptionally well.  Please remember that chil-

dren can be dropped off and enter their classroom at 8:45am everyday. We are find-

ing that lessons are starting much quicker using this new system.  All children are en-

couraged to be dropped off at 8:45am - 10 minutes a day will make a massive differ-

ence over the course of a year.   

It is unsettling for your child to arrive into his/her classroom late and it is important to get them into good 

habits for later life. If there is anything we can do to help your child’s punctuality to improve then please 

do not hesitate to ask. Please also remember if you arrive and the school playground is locked that you 

must accompany your child to the main school entrance and sign them in.   Thank you for your continued 

support. 

 

Extra-Curricular Success 

Here are Ava and Lucy who both played in a netball tournament for 

their club DPNC on Sunday. It was Lucy's first ever matches and she was 

playing with Year 4 girls. We are very pleased to announce that her 

team came second.  

Ava was the captain of the U11s side and they also came in second 

against some very stiff competition. They were both very proud to get 

their medals.  

Girls, we are all exceptionally proud of your sporting talents and also of 

the continued effort you put into everything.  Your medals are thor-

oughly deserved.  Well done. 

 

The School BLOG 

Remember, you add the magic to our school newsletter!  Please send in photos 

of your child undertaking activities outside of school, share new arrivals, success 

of siblings, birthday and party fun.  We are a strong family community - let’s all 

celebrate the many wonderful achievements of our children together.  Thank 

you. 

 

Reception Baseline Information 

Over the coming five weeks, our Reception children will be undertaking their statutory 

baseline assessment with Mrs Smith. For more information, please see the attached 

leaflet. 

This is not a traditional sit down test and is nothing that will cause any anxiety to either 

yourself as a parent or the child. 



 

 

Live fully, Act justly 

 

Arbor Parent Portal 

If you haven’t already done so, please download the Arbor app and enable 

push notifications to ensure you receive messages from school. 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?

id=com.arboreducation.parentapp 

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/arbor/id1448707412 

 

Earrings   

Can I please remind all parents that children are NOT allowed to wear earrings 

in school under any circumstances.  Sorry but covering them with a plaster is 

NOT a suitable alternative.  This is school policy and has been adopted for 

the safety of the children.   

Thank you for your co-operation. 

St. Joseph’s nursery 

St Joseph’s has a happy and vibrant 15 hour, morning, nursery available.  

At the moment we still have places available for September.  If you 

would like your child to join the St. Joseph’s family, please contact Mrs 

Smith to arrange a visit. 

 

Early Education for 3 and 4 year olds (Nursery Education) 

Early Learning provides children with the opportunity to learn, play and to develop skills. They follow the 

Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum, which will continue through their Reception year at school. 

Children accessing Early Education for 3 and 4 year olds will receive 15 free hours of nursery education 

during term time. 

All children, including those with additional needs, are eligible to access 15 hours of nursery education 

following their 3rd birthday. 

 

How can my child access the service? 

 Parents should register their child with the school shortly after their 2nd birthday. 

 Some parents may also be eligible for 30 hours of nursery education during term time, for further 

information please contact the school office. 

If you or someone you know, has a child at home that is 2 years old then please contact the school office 

to place your child on our nursery waiting list. As soon as your child turns 3 they will be eligible for 15 

hours free hours of early education per week. 
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Rights Respecting School 

This year we are going to re-set our behaviour policies and approach to behaviour 

management within school.  We are going to embrace the hugely successful 

Rights Respecting School programme and hopefully achieve our Bronze status 

very soon.  The Rights Respecting Schools Award supports schools across the UK 

to embed children’s rights in their ethos and culture. The award recognises 

achievement in putting the UN Convention on the Right of the Child (UNCRC) at 

the heart of a school’s practice to improve well-being and help develop every 

child’s talents and abilities to their full potential. The benefits of this award are 

sited as being a decrease in bullying, an improvement in achievement and participation; a positive effect 

on attitudes and global awareness; and a more inclusive caring school environment.  To find out more 

information please visit: www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/ 
 

Why are children learning about their rights at school? 

In signing the UNCRC all governments have responsibility to make both children and adults aware of 

these rights. Schools are the best place to reach the vast majority of children. Unicef uses the UNCRC as a 

framework for its work for all the world’s children and has developed the Rights Respecting Schools 

Award (RRSA). 
 

How does teaching about children’s rights fit in with the curriculum at St. Joseph’s? 

We want children at St. Joseph’s to learn about their rights and feel empowered throughout their educa-

tion. The teaching of rights lends itself incredibly well to many subject areas . 
 

What about children’s respect for the rights of others? 

It is made clear that children have rights as expressed in the UNCRC and they share these with all other 

children in the world. Research has shown that when children are taught in school about their rights un-

der the UNCRC, they are more respecting of the rights of others.  Children who have learnt about their 

rights show: 

 A better understanding of what it means to have rights 

 More positive attitudes to school 

 Better relationships with their classmates and teachers 

 Higher self esteem. 
 

How can parents support their child to learn about the Convention at home? 

 Take the time to ask your child what he/she has learned recently regarding children’s rights 

 Discuss the ideas learned in class, and try to think of examples from your own experiences, or from   

the media, of rights being respected or denied. 

 Discuss how your child or your family can promote respect for rights, or help those whose rights 

have been denied. 
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Does your partner, ex-partner or someone you live with: 

 cut you off from family and friends and intentionally isolate you? 

 bully, threaten, or control you? 

 take control of your finances? 

 monitor or limit your use of technology? 

 physically and/or sexually abuse you? 
 

Domestic abuse is not always physical violence. It can also include: 

 coercive control and ‘gaslighting’ 

 economic abuse 

 online abuse 

 threats and intimidation 

 emotional abuse 

 sexual abuse 
 

Anyone can be a victim of domestic abuse, regardless of gender, age, ethnicity, religion, socio-

economic status, sexuality or background. If you believe that you are a victim of domestic abuse, there 

are signs that you can look out for including:  

 being withdrawn, or being isolated from your family and friends 

 having bruises, burns or bite marks on you 

 having your finances controlled, or not being given enough to buy food, medication or pay bills 

 not being allowed to leave your house, or stopped from going to college or work 

 having your internet or social media use monitored, or someone else reading your texts, emails or 

letters 

 being repeatedly belittled, put down or told you are worthless 

 being pressured into sex or sexual contact 

 being told that abuse is your fault, or that you’re overreacting 

See more signs to look for.  

 

Get help and support 

All forms of domestic abuse are not acceptable in any situation.  If you’re experiencing domestic abuse 

and feel frightened of, or controlled by, a partner, an ex-partner or family member, it’s important to re-

member that it’s not your fault and there is no shame in seeking help.  It may seem like a difficult step to 

take, but there is support available and #YouAreNot Alone.  Free, confidential support and advice is avail-

able to victims and their concerned family members or friends, 24 hours a day. 

Refugees National Domestic Abuse Helpline  

0808 2000 247  

Refuge for women (for women and children against domestic violence) Online live chat 
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Live Streaming 

Like a lot of digital services, live streaming really found its niche during the pandemic – think of Joe Wicks’ 

at-home fitness classes, Billie Eilish’s virtual gigs and Miley Cyrus’ chat show, for example. Real-time 

broadcasting of video content over the internet isn’t solely the province of celebrities, however: anyone 

with a device and something to say (or show) can take part. 

With platforms such as YouTube, Facebook, TikTok and Twitch all offering routes to a vast online audi-

ence, young people have enthusiastically taken up the baton – streaming on subjects from gaming to 

sports to live shopping (yes, really!). Potentially having strangers among one’s viewers, though, is just one 

of many concerns. See the poster on the back page for some key information. 

 

Talking PANTS with your children 

Talk PANTS is a simple conversation to help keep your child safe from sexual abuse. From P through to S, 

each letter of PANTS provides a simple but valuable rule that can help keep your child safe. You can find 

out more and download the free resources at www.nspcc.org.uk/ pants. 

Penguin and Ladybird have partnered with the NSPCC to create a brand new Pantosaurus book aimed at 

children ages 4 - 8. You can find copies of the new book on sale, either in Matalan’s selected stores and 

online, selected SPAR stores or at https://shop.nspcc.org.uk/. All profits from the sale of this book will 

support the NSPCC. 

 

Online safety hub 

You may also like to visit the NSPCC Online Safety Hub where you will find advice and information on a 

range of different online safety topics including gaming, social media, sharing nudes, parental controls 

and more. 

You will also find online safety information for families of children with additional needs and disabilities. 

We have worked with Ambitious about Autism and parents and carers who have children with additional 

needs and disabilities to create activities to help talk about online safety which you can find at 

www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping- children-safe/online-safety/online-safety-families- children-with-send. 

 

Childline Under 12’s website 

Childline also have a website with age appropriate advice for primary school children on topics such as 

bullying. It also has games and other interactive tools. Your child can visit it at www.childline.org.uk/kids. 

If you’d like to know more about the NSPCC’s work, or take a look at the wide range of information and 

advice which is available for parents and carers, please visit their website www.nspcc.org.uk/parents. 

Article 19:  The right to be protected from all forms of harm  
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Date Event Time Parents Invited 

Monday 18th September SEND Parental Meetings TBA Yes 

Thursday 21st September Year 3/4 Curriculum Meeting 
3:30pm & 

4:30pm 
Yes 

Tuesday 26th September European Day of Languages All day No 

Thursday 28th September Year 1/2 Curriculum Meeting 
3:30pm & 

4:30pm 
Yes 

Friday 29th September MacMillan Coffee Event 3:30pm Yes 

w/c Monday 2nd October Black History Month -- No 

Thursday 5th October Year 5/6 Curriculum Meeting 
3:30pm & 

4:30pm 
Yes 

Friday 6th October Year 5/6 Harvest Liturgy 3:00pm Yes 

Tuesday 10th October World Mental Health Day All day No 

Wednesday 18th October Year R Welcome Liturgy 3:00pm Yes 

Friday October 20th HOUSE DAY All day No 

Tuesday 31st October Halloween Parties:  non-uniform All day No 

Friday 10th November Year 3/4 Remembrance Liturgy 3:00pm Yes 

w/c Monday 13th November Anti-Bullying Week -- No 

Friday 17th November Children in Need Day:  non-uniform All day No 

Tuesday 21st November Parental Consultation Meetings 
3:40pm – 
6:00pm 

Yes 

Wednesday 22nd November Parental Consultation Meetings 
3:40pm – 
6:00pm 

Yes 

Thursday 30th November Year 1/2 Advent Liturgy 3:00pm Yes 

Friday 1st December Christmas Fayre and Tree Lighting 5:00pm Yes 

Monday 11th December SEND Parental Meetings TBA Yes 

Tuesday 12th December Christmas Jumper Day All day No 

Tuesday 12th December School Christmas Dinner Day 12:00pm No 

Wednesday 13th December EYFS and KS1 Christmas Production 2:30pm Yes 

Thursday 14th December 
EYFS and Year KS1 Christmas Pro-

duction 
2:30pm Yes 

Friday 15th December KS2 Christmas Production 2:30pm Yes 

Monday 18th December KS2 Christmas Production 2:30pm Yes 

Tuesday 19 Year 4 Reconciliation 1:15pm No 

Tuesday 19th December EYFS and KS1 Party Day All day No 

Wednesday 20th December KS2 Party Day All day No 

Thursday 21st December HOUSE DAY All day No 

Thursday 21st December End of Term 3:30pm Yes 
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Procedure for appointments during school hours  

If you have to take your child out of school for any reason, including a medical, dental, school visit ap-

pointment, please could you inform the school office prior to the appointment along with any supporting 

evidence of the appointment. This is so that we can authorise the absence where we can and your child is 

not marked as unauthorised in our register.  

Please see below guidance from the government regarding school attendance. https://www.gov.uk/

school-attendance-absence  

Children should aim to arrive in school by 8.55 am at the latest. Persistent lateness causes disruption to 

your child’s education.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year  Attendance this week: 

Lighthouse 98.6% 

N / R 97.3% 

1 / 2 96.8% 

3 / 4 98.4% 

5 / 6 91.4% 

Weekly Overall Attendance: 

 Yearly Attendance to date:    

Standards at St Joseph’s 

Our expectations on attendance must 

remain strong and, as the parent com-

munity know, we take this part of our 

job very seriously indeed. We will be 

contacting parents/carers of those 

children who are persistently absent, 

this means any child with an attend-

ance percentage of 90% or less.  

Please understand that this is a sup-

portive measure and that we are 

working hard to leave no stone un-

turned to help your child achieve the 

very best possible outcomes. 

Late arrivals 

We understand that mornings can be hectic and 

that, on occasion events beyond parents’ control 

can cause delays on the journey to school. How-

ever, we have noticed that the number of chil-

dren arriving at school after the gates have closed 

at 8:55am has increased in recent weeks.  

Class registers are taken at 9:00am prompt as we 

don’t want to miss any learning opportunities.  All 

children should be in class and sat down by 

9:00am. 
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Rainbow Rewards 

Ellis Lighthouse For working hard. 

Gabriella Year N /R For wonderful week! 

Scarlett Year 1 / 2 For a wonderful start to Year One. 

Olly Year 3 / 4 For working hard in every lesson. 

Tiarna, Joey 

and Evie 
Year 5 /6  For fantastic work. 

Stars of the week 

Red Is for the blood he gave (Be Kind) Kayleigh-Ann 

Green Is for the world he made (Be a steward) Huey 

Yellow Is for the light so bright (Be humble) James 

Orange Is strong and full of might (Be courageous) Emily 

Pink Is for a new tomorrow (Be just and fair) Eliza 

The rainbow is a sign of God’s promise, 

He will guide us through any storm. 

When you feel battered by life’s storms, 

Just remember God’s rainbow is coming - 

It’s only a prayer away. 

HOUSE POINTS 

St. Bede St. Cuthbert St. Hilda St. Aidan Feast Days: 

25th May 

20th March 

17th November 

31st August 

    

Weekly total     

Running total     
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Ask your child 

We’re sure you all ask your children what they have learned at school every day.  

We’re also sure that the depth of answers that you receive will also vary, with 

some children saying, ‘nothing’.  To help aid your discussions, each week in the 

newsletter we will include a starter question that will help your child to talk about 

what they have been learning that week in school.  Try it tonight 

Lighthouse Hub Talk about a new beginning you’ve had.  

Nursery / Reception Do you know your surname? 

Year 1 / 2 What is a mammal? 

Year 3 / 4 Can you name three people in your family tree? What is their relationship to you? 

Year 5 / 6 Who shows you unconditional love? 

Article 14:  The right of freedom of thought, belief and religion  

The Gospel in Church - Sunday 17th September 

Peter went up to Jesus and said, “Lord, how often must I forgive my brother if he 

wrongs me? As often as seven times?” Jesus answered, “Not seven, I tell you, but sev-

enty-seven times.” Then Jesus told them this story: “There was a king with many serv-

ants. One of them owed the king an enormous amount of money. The servant could 

not pay so he begged for more time to pay his debt. The king felt so sorry for him that 

he let him go and even cancelled the debt. Now as this servant went out, he hap-

pened to meet a fellow servant who owed him a very small amount of money; but he 

would not give him time to pay and instead had him thrown into prison. When the 

news reached the king, he sent for the unforgiving servant. ‘You wicked servant,’ the king said, ‘I cancelled 

all that debt of yours when you appealed to me. Were you not bound, then, to have pity on your fellow 

servant just as I had pity on you?’ Then the king sent the unforgiving servant to prison to be punished.”  

Adapted from Matthew 18:21-35  
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All About Diversity 

Imagine what the world would be like if everyone was exactly the same. If we all wore the same clothes, 

ate the same food, looked the same, had the same pets, played the same games, had identical families. 

Pretty boring, right. Luckily, the world is made up of billions of people who are all unique, different and 

special. This is called diversity and it is a wonderful and beautiful thing… 

Page Count:  48                                                                                                                                                              

Age:  Year 1 and 2 

Genre:  Non-fiction 

Themes:  People, personal & social issues, everyday life, diversity, BAME 

'a word about books' says…  “This joyous celebration of the traits that make us all unique individuals 

is the perfect tool for introducing the big subject of diversity and why it is important. Teaches young 

readers to understand, respect and value differences of every kind." 

Alastair Humphreys' Great Adventurers 

For centuries, people have been challenging themselves by taking on daring feats, undertaking epic jour-

neys and going on incredible adventures. All it takes is courage, plenty of get-up-and-go and the bravery 

to take that first step. The people in this book chose to do just that, as did the author who was inspired by 

each and every one of the people that he introduces... 

Page Count:  96                                                                                                                                                               

Age:  Year 3 and 4 

Genre:  Non-fiction 

Themes:  Adventure, international, sport, historical 

'a word about books' says…  “Love this book. Amazing adventures, incredible stories and proof that 

what at first may appear impossible is truly possible with the right attitude. It is time to get out there, 

start exploring and doing some adventuring of your own." 

The Apartment: A Century of Russian History 

Russia, a country with a rich and often complicated history and whose people have experienced much. 

Revolution, political change, the Cuban Missile Crisis, communism, the Iron Curtain, ballet, War and 

Peace, The Cold War. One fictional family have seen and lived through much of it. Meet the Muromtsev’s, 

a family whose generations have inhabited the same apartment for the entirety of the twentieth century 

and they are welcoming you into their home to see what life was like... 

Page Count:  64                                                                                                                                                           

Age:  Year 5 and 6 

Genre:  Non-fiction 

Themes:  History, people, places, war, personal & social issues, politics 

'a word about books' says…  “Intuitive, creative and accessible. A superbly presented and incredibly in-

formative introduction to Russia and its fascinating history." 
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