4&* St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary
Newsletter - Issue 3 - S

Bishop Wilkinson

Catholic Egucaton Trgst
Frrogah Crirnt i Dartngeetgs

Dear Parents, Carers & Parishioners,

We have had a wonderful third week here at St. Josephs. The time is quickly disappearing but please
keeping checking our diary dates for all the magical events happening soon. | have visited classes
throughout the week and observed the wonderful learning taking place. Children are engaged in activities
and enjoying the challenges their teachers present to them. | am extremely impressed with how children
have been conducting themselves around school. | have seen some fantastic examples of children show-
ing kindness, empathy and respect to each other.

Wishing you a lovely weekend,

David

Macmillan coffee event

Many people within the community have been affected by cancer so this cause is close to a great number
of people’s hearts. There will be a cake sale in the school hall on Friday 29th Septem-
ber at 9am. In addition, the Mini Vinnies will be running a book sale, with both
adults and children’s titles available. To help make this event the overwhelming suc-
‘ cess we know that it will be, we would be most grateful for donations of cakes and
it ¥ buns; these can be handed into school on the morning of the event. All children will
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then be able to purchase a cake/bun during the morning.

Thank you for your continued support.

School uniform expectations

Please ensure that pupils wear the correct uniform as per the school expecta-
tions. This includes wearing black shoes—no trainers, boots or sandals.

P.E. kits are an essential part of our school uniform too. Plain white T-shirt,

_royal blue sweatshirt, plain black jogging bottoms/ shorts . New school hood-
ies will be with us soon.

Please ensure that children do not wear jewellery - this includes EARRINGS - and no nail varnish.
Please ensure that all school uniform is clearly labelled.

Please support us by ensuring that your child abides by the uniform code. If any family is struggling
with the cost of a school uniform please contact Mrs Hockey or Mrs Turnbull in confidence and we can

help. Live fully, Act justly



St. Joseph’s nursery

St. Joseph’s has a happy and vibrant 15 hour, morning, nursery available.
At the moment we still have places available for September. If you
would like your child to join the St. Joseph’s family, please contact Mrs

Smith to arrange a visit.

Early Education for 3 and 4 year olds (Nursery Education)

Early Learning provides children with the opportunity to learn, play and to develop skills. They follow the
Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum, which will continue through their Reception year at school.

Children accessing Early Education for 3 and 4 year olds will receive 15 free hours of nursery education
during term time.

All children, including those with additional needs, are eligible to access 15 hours of nursery education
following their 3rd birthday.

How can my child access the service?
. Parents should register their child with the school shortly after their 2nd birthday.

. Some parents may also be eligible for 30 hours of nursery education during term time, for further
information please contact the school office.

If you or someone you know, has a child at home that is 2 years old then please contact the school office
to place your child on our nursery waiting list. As soon as your child turns 3 they will be eligible for 15
hours free hours of early education per week.

Arbor parent portal

If you haven’t already done so, please download the Arbor app and enable
push notifications to ensure you receive messages from school.

_ A rbor https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=com.arboreducation.parentapp

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/arbor/id1448707412

School admissions

Is your child due to start primary or secondary school in September 2024?

. Tuesday 31st October 2023 for secondary school places. You must apply
for a school places as there is no automatic transfer from primary school to sec-
ondary school.

(o Monday 15th January 2024 for primary school places.

Apply now: http://www.durham.gov.uk/schooladmissions

Live fully, Act justly




Holidays during term time

In May 2022, the government released new guidance to support schools in
raising attendance within schools.

Central to raising standards in education and ensuring all pupils can fulfil
their potential is an assumption so widely understood that it is insuffi-
ciently stated — pupils need to attend school regularly to benefit from their
education. Missing out on lessons leaves children vulnerable to falling be-
hind. Children with poor attendance tend to achieve less in both primary
and secondary school.

The government expects schools and local authorities to:

Durham .o

e promote good attendance and reduce absence, including persistent ab-
sence.

e ensure every pupil has access to full-time education to which they are entitled.
e act early to address patterns of absence.

e parents to perform their legal duty by ensuring their children of compulsory school age who are regis-
tered at school attend regularly.

¢ all pupils to be punctual to their lessons.

St Mary’s prides ourselves on striving for the above and will continue to work closely with all families pro-
mote outstanding attendance.

Can a parent take their child on holiday during term time?

Headteachers should only authorise leave of absence in exceptional circumstances. If a headteacher
grants a leave request, it will be for the headteacher to determine the length of time that the child can be
away from school. Unfortunately, leave will NOT be granted for the purposes of a family holiday.

Thank you very much for your continued support and co-operation.

Please click here to see the information from Durham County Council in regards to holidays during school
time.

Free school meals

We recognise of course that these are financially challenging times for many

FREE families. There is the possibility that your family could claim benefit-related
free school meals. All pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 in state-funded

s H“@l schools are entitled to receive a school meal. It is important that all parents
A\ '& who receive specific benefits register for free school meals. If you would like

to have a chat, in confidence, please contact Mrs Hockey or Mrs Turnbull who
will be able to advise and help. Alternatively, click here to be taken to the in-
formation provided by Durham County Council.

Live fully, Act justly




Safeguarding Spotlight: NEGLECT

Neglect is the inability to meet the basic care needs of a child or young
person. Neglect is the ongoing failure to meet a child's basic needs and
the most common form of child abuse . A child might be left hungry or
GUARDING dirty, or without proper clothing, shelter, supervision or health care.
LIGHT This can put children and young people in danger. It can also have long

term effects on their physical and mental wellbeing.

Neglect can be a lot of different things, which can make it hard to spot. Broadly speaking, there are 4
types of neglect:

Physical neglect: A child's basic needs, such as food, clothing or shelter, are not met or they aren't
properly supervised or kept safe.

Educational neglect: A parent/ carer doesn't ensure their child is given an education.

Emotional neglect: A child doesn't get the nurture and stimulation they need. This could be through
ignoring, humiliating, intimidating or isolating them and showing them a lack of emotional warmth, love

and affection.

Medical neglect: A child isn't given proper health care and their health needs are not being met. This
includes dental care and refusing or ignoring medical recommendations.

Neglect changes childhood. Children who've been neglected might experience short-term and long-
term effects. These can include:

. Problems with brain development

. Taking risks, like running away from home, using drugs and alcohol or breaking the law
. Getting into dangerous relationship

. Difficulty with relationships later in life, including with their own children

. A higher chance of having mental health problems, including depression

Children and young people can get support and advice about neglect from Child-

line if they're facing neglect or if they're worried about a friend or family mem-
ber. Whether it's happening now or happened in the past, Childline can be con-
tacted 24/7. Calls to 0800 1111 are free and confidential. Children can also con-
tact Childline online.

Live fully, Act justly



Online Safety Tips

Article 19: The right to be protected from all forms of harm

Artificial intelligence

Artificial intelligence is increasingly becoming a part of modern life and, for all
intents and purposes, isn’t something we can shy away from. The explosion of
ChatGPT, for instance, has brought this kind of technology into a more purposeful
context, with millions now using the language model to help solve problems,

write computer code or even complete their homework.

So how do artificial intelligence solutions work exactly? What kind of risks do they bring? Will they even-
tually negate the need for certain job roles, particularly in the creative industries? Our
#WakeUpWednesday guide this week explains what Al solutions are and suggests ways parents and car-
ers can support children to use the technology with an open mind. In the guide you'll find tips on a num-
ber of potential risks such as inaccurate information, reinforcing stereotypes and what impact the tech-
nology might have on children’s creativity and problem-solving skills.

Money savvy online

Have you been scammed online?

As scammers become more sophisticated, it’s important that we learn about the different approaches
that they might use and what to look out for so we can protect ourselves. Barclays have listed some of
the most common scams on their website: https://www.barclays.co.uk/fraud-and-scams/scams-

protection/

Money Sense from NatWest

NatWest have an area on their website full of useful articles and guidance to sup-
port your child and enhance your understanding. Articles include avoiding fraud

o and online scams, information on digital game currency, the dangers of fraud and
T Zﬂ @ = do you know what a money mule is?
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T derstanding of money including a ‘savings challenge’ for ages 5 — 8 and ‘money

and your mental health’ aimed at young adults. You can find this information and
lots more here: https://natwest.mymoneysense.com/parents/

What is online grooming?

This is a really informative article from Thorn: https://www.thorn.org/bl og/online-grooming-whatit-is-
how-it-happens-andhow-to-defend-children/

Live fully, Act justly
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Date Event Time Parents Invited
Tuesday 26" September European Day of Languages All day No
Thursday 28" September Year 1/2 Curriculum Meeting 34328;:]1& Yes
Friday 29" September MacMillan Coffee Event 9.00am Yes
w/c Monday 2" October Black History Month -- No
Thursday 5" October Year 5/6 Curriculum Meeting 34328;:]1& Yes
Friday 6™ October Year 5/6 Harvest Liturgy 3:00pm Yes
Tuesday 10" October World Mental Health Day All day No
Wednesday 18™ October Year R Welcome Liturgy 3:00pm Yes
Friday October 20th HOUSE DAY All day No
Tuesday 31* October Halloween Parties: non-uniform All day No
Friday 10" November Year 3/4 Remembrance Liturgy 3:00pm Yes
w/c Monday 13" November Anti-Bullying Week -- No
Friday 17" November Children in Need Day: non-uniform All day No
Tuesday 21* November Parental Consultation Meetings 364(())(5)rznm_ Yes
Wednesday 22" November Parental Consultation Meetings 364(())(?:m_ Yes
Thursday 30th November Year 1/2 Advent Liturgy 3:00pm Yes
Friday 1* December Christmas Fayre and Tree Lighting 5:00pm Yes
Monday 11" December SEND Parental Meetings TBA Yes
Tuesday 12" December Christmas Jumper Day All day No
Tuesday 12" December School Christmas Dinner Day 12:00pm No
Wednesday 13" December EYFS and KS1 Christmas Production 2:30pm Yes
Thursday 14" December EYFS and Yea;i(cst?oihristmas Pro- 2:30pm Yes
Friday 15" December KS2 Christmas Production 2:30pm Yes
Monday 18" December KS2 Christmas Production 2:30pm Yes
Tuesday 19 Year 4 Reconciliation 1:15pm No
Tuesday 19" December EYFS and KS1 Party Day All day No
Wednesday 20" December KS2 Party Day All day No
Thursday 21* December HOUSE DAY All day No
Thursday 21* December End of Term 3:30pm Yes
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Safeguarding
What is Safeguarding?

The NSPCC states that safeguarding is the action that is taken to promote the welfare of children and pro-
tect them from harm. Safeguarding means:

. Protecting children from maltreatment;
. Preventing impairment of children’s health or development;
. Ensuring that children grow up in circumstances consistent with the provision of safe and effective

care; and taking action to enable all children to have the best outcomes.

What is a DSL or Deputy DSL?

At St. Joseph’s we understand that safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility and we always keep in mind
that “it could happen here”. The DSL (Designated Safeguarding Lead) in school has a crucial role in taking
the lead responsibility for safeguarding and child protection. The DSL and Deputy Designated Safeguard-
ing Leads (DDSLs - Senior Leadership Team) in school are the main point of contact with safeguarding
concerns as they hold all of the safeguarding knowledge and information about individual children and
they help to reduce the risk of harm and keep children safe. A DSL/ DDSL is always available and on
school site during school hours for staff, parents and children to discuss any safeguarding concerns that
they may have. Wherever possible we always try to talk to parents first about concerns we may have
about a child. Both at home and school we always have children’s best interest at heart. However, please
note, on rare occasions, in line with Durham Safeguarding Board procedures we may be asked not to
contact the parent in the first instance and seek advice from One Point first.

The Safeguarding team in school

=
Mrs Rachel Hockey Mr David Miller Mrs Emma Turnbull Mrs Gail Bentham
Head of School Executive Headteacher Inclusion Manager Safeguarding
Designated Deputy Designated Deputy Designated Governor
Safeguarding Lead Safeguarding Lead Safeguarding Lead

As parents and carers of children in school you have a vitally important role to play too. If you have any
worries or concerns about your child or another child in school we have a ‘Safeguarding All Children’
parent/carer leaflet which outlines the process to pass on information to a member of the safeguarding
team in school. This leaflet is available from a class teacher, on the school website or the office if you
would like to know more.

Live fully, Act justly




Procedure for appointments during school hours

If you have to take your child out of school for any reason, including a medical, dental, school visit ap-

pointment, please could you inform the school office prior to the appointment along with any supporting

evidence of the appointment. This is so that we can
not marked as unauthorised in our register.

Please see below guidance from the government
school-attendance-absence

authorise the absence where we can and your child is

regarding school attendance. https://www.gov.uk/

Children should aim to arrive in school by 8.55 am at the latest. Persistent lateness causes disruption to

your child’s education.

Year Attendance this week:
Lighthouse 90.63%
N/R 94.74%
1/2 | 98.18%
3/4 9%
5/6 » 91.35%
| Weekly Overall Attendance: 92.5% |
Yearly Attendance to date: 95.1%

Late arrivals

We understand that mornings can be hectic and
that, on occasion events beyond parents’ control
can cause delays on the journey to school. How-
ever, we have noticed that the number of chil-
dren arriving at school after the gates have closed
at 8:55am has increased in recent weeks.

Class registers are taken at 9:00am prompt as we
don’t want to miss any learning opportunities. All
children should be in class and sat down by
9:00am.

Standards at St Joseph’s

Our expectations on attendance must

Equates to:

remain strong and, as the parent com- SCHOOL

munity know, we take this part of our
job very seriously indeed. We will be
contacting parents/carers of those

DAYS «
SCHOOL
‘ DAYS «

children who are persistently absent,

this means any child with an attend-

ance percentage of 90% or less. {',‘,.’:;’m« NEEDS TO

Please understand that this is a sup-
portive measure and that we are

working hard to leave no stone un-
turned to help your child achieve the
very best possible outcomes.

IMPROVE

‘(\'.1-::110\ ) CONCERNS
SL OO0 SER]OUS
DAYS « » CONCERNS
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HOUSE POINTS

25th May
20th March
Weekly total 191
Running total 191 195 176 161
Stars of the week
Lewis Lighthouse ~ For amazing PE!
Boris Year N /R For being friendly =

) ____/\'g_’

Liam Year1 /2 For trying his best to work . -

James Year3 /4 For aIwaysmest ( —
S — = — _— ‘\
Ashton and Huey  Year5/6 For excellW

Rainbow Rewards

Green |Is for the world he made (Be a steward) Lucy

Is for the light so bright (Be humble) Liam S

Purple Is for his hour of sorrow (Be compassionate and say sorry) |Roman

Pink |lsforanew tomorrow (Be just and fair) Olly

Blue |Isforthe sky he made so we can aim high (Never give up Mabel
or take the easy option)

The rainbow is a sign of God’s promise,
He will guide us through any storm.
When you feel battered by life’s storms,
Just remember God’s rainbow is coming -

It’s only a prayer away.

Live fully, Act justly



Ask your child

How was We're sure you all ask your children what they have learned at school every day.
SCH OOL We're also sure that the depth of answers that you receive will also vary, with
some children saying, ‘nothing’. To help aid your discussions, each week in the

'&OAQv? newsletter we will include a starter question that will help your child to talk about

what they have been learning that week in school. Try it tonight

Lighthouse Hub What do you remember about the story of creation?
Nursery / Reception Who is in your family?
Year1l/2 What is a psalm?
Year3 /4 What do you know about the ancestors of Jesus?
Year5/6 Who was Desmond Tutu? How did he put his faith into action?

Article 14: The right of freedom of thought, belief and religion

The Gospel in Church - Sunday 24th September

"M Jesus said to his disciples: “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner going out at

daybreak to hire workers for his vineyard. He made an agreement with the workers
for one denarius a day, and sent them to his vineyard. Then at various times through-
out the day, even right up to the eleventh hour, the landowner hired and sent more
workers into his vineyard. In the evening, he said to his manager, ‘Call the workers
and pay everyone one denarius each.” The ones who had worked all day grumbled at
the landowner, complaining that he paid the men who came last the same amount
as them. The landowner said, ‘My friends, | am not being unjust to you. Did we not
agree on one denarius? Take your earnings and go. | choose to pay the last-comer as much as | pay you.
Have I no right to do what I like with my own? Why be envious because | am generous?’ Thus the last will
be first, and the first, last.”

Adapted from Matthew 20:1-16
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The Alphabet of Alphabets

Get ready for a thrilling journey through twenty-six fully illustrated alphabets, each one a fantastic A to Z
of things to spot. Can you find a cockatoo, a grouse, a nightingale, a swan and a woodpecker in the alpha-
bet of B for birds? In S for school, will you be able to match each of the objects to the correct stu-
dent? With so much to spot and find, you'll soon be an alphabet whizz...

Page Count: 48
Age: Year land 2
Genre: Non-fiction

Themes: Letters, alphabet, interactive

'a word about books' says... “A superb introduction to the world of letters and the alphabet and I’'m a
massive fan. It certainly is a fun and interactive way to learn the ABC's, and with beautiful illustrations,
this fun, interactive and educational book will appeal to all young children."

Animazes: Extraordinary Animal Migrations

Every year, animals around the world make incredible journeys. Some to find food, some to find the right
environment to survive, others to give birth to their young. Some journeys are long, others are short,
some take months, others can be made in a day. Discover the epic travels of fourteen awesome animals
and find out what it takes to up and move home every single year...

Page Count: 40

Age: Year 3 and 4

Genre: Non-fiction

Themes: Animals, nature, environment

'a word about books' says... “Two of my favourite things, animals and mazes, combine in a fun and fact-
filled non-fiction book that is as impressive as the animal journeys that it explores."

Arctic Star

1943. Best friends Frank, Stephen and Joseph are excited to have joined the Royal Navy and are aboard
the HMS Forgetmenot as part of the Arctic Convoys that are delivering much needed wartime supplies to
Russia. Seas are treacherous, unforgiving and danger is never far away. Will the boys survive the elements

and the threat of the German army to make it safely back home...
ARCTIC
Page Count: 208 STAR

Age: Year5and 6
Genre: Historical, non-fiction narrative

Themes: True story, war

'a word about books' says... “Taking inspiration from the Arctic Convoys, this gripping naval adventure
is a fact-filled story of friendship, danger, peril and the terrible consequences of war. It is historical story
-writing at its absolute best. Superb."

Live fully, Act justly
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VARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (Al
SOLUTIONS

A solutions ore Decaming Increcsingly populor. Tralned on vost datasets of text (such os books, articles ond
wobisites ) In Drdor L0 learn pattems and relotionships, Al soiUtions con onerote text, imoages, cudio,
videa, code of synthetic 0oto, ond can be used fot things such os crofting poems or booka, creating

aigitol iImogery or dellvering video contant. ecently there's besn significont discussion in
reiation to the benelits ond risks of Al solutions. with many undecided on whethor it will be
a force for good or potenticlly reduce the need for some job roles
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= Adv?ce for Parents & Carers

CREATE A SAFE ENVIRONMENT PROMOTE CRITICAL THINKING

¥ possitie, try (0 be Grownd when ching Dapiain (o your child that Al solutions can be
uses any type of Al solutien ond contant used og one of

filters to try and reduce the chance of protanity or
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ENCOURAGE HUMAN INTERACTION

Mot enly shauld children supplement any use of software like A . Nake yoursel! gwore of any rules or guidonce your

with tional resources such o books and reputoble interme! child's school might have about the Lse of Al solutions. Most

siten. But olso should remember what they can lsarn from voftwore s il axtremely new. so schoots may not ye! have

Interoutien with other e Dlecwes Iings with tsachers, a poliey, howsvar, IUs Importont 1o make sure rur child is awure of
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relatives and friends lan't just an aften invoiuable how 19 use it appropricialy ond will e using it he right reasons.
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