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Dear Parents, Carers & Parishioners,

| hope that you all enjoyed a good half-term break and are feeling refreshed. The weather was a bit varia-
ble to say the least, but | hope you enjoyed some family time and found lots of exciting things to do. It has
been good to see you all back at school this week. PP

AN

A special mention to our wonderful Mini Vinnies, who read beautifully in Church this week. &2

Best wishes,

David

COFFEE

SEND coffee afternoon

Following feedback from parents, the next SEND coffee event will take
place on Thursday 16th November at 2:30pm. SENDIASS, Family Hub and
Lily Morris (Positive Futures Advisor) are the guest speakers this time. It

will be wonderful to see as many as possible at the event - together, we
can support each other.

Father Colm

Many thanks to Father Colm who worked
with the Lighthouse Hub this week to ex-
plain baptism. The children thoroughly en-
joyed going across to church and talking to
| Father.

The children were impeccably behaved and
asked lots of interesting questions. This is
another wonderful example of how we
bring our R.E. curriculum to life and help
everyone understand what it means to be a

Well done everyone.

Live fully, Act justly



St. Joseph’s nursery

= P\ay, St. Joseph’s has a happy and vibrant 15 hour, morning, nursery available.
e ‘Learn . .
N - and At the moment we still have places available for September. If you

7‘§> Bl =
- T greo‘r:fj}/‘er would like your child to join the St. Joseph’s family, please contact Mrs

Smith to arrange a visit.

Early Education for 3 and 4 year olds (Nursery Education)

Early Learning provides children with the opportunity to learn, play and to develop skills. They follow the
Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum, which will continue through their Reception year at school.

Children accessing Early Education for 3 and 4 year olds will receive 15 free hours of nursery education
during term time.

All children, including those with additional needs, are eligible to access 15 hours of nursery education
following their 3rd birthday.

How can my child access the service?
. Parents should register their child with the school shortly after their 2nd birthday.

. Some parents may also be eligible for 30 hours of nursery education during term time, for further
information please contact the school office.

If you or someone you know, has a child at home that is 2 years old then please contact the school office
to place your child on our nursery waiting list. As soon as your child turns 3 they will be eligible for 15
hours free hours of early education per week.

Arbor parent portal

If you haven’t already done so, please download the Arbor app and enable
push notifications to ensure you receive messages from school.

Arbor https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=com.arboreducation.parentapp

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/arbor/id1448707412

A new App to help with Maths!

New fram the Whire Rose team.. @

I - Minute Mathsi A new free app for KS1 children. A great one to stick on

“Tninute ‘ your phone for a quick maths minute with your child!
MATHS l .

These one minute chunks can really make a difference

" Subitising

= Addition and help develop greater depth in terms of understand-
= Subtraction
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ing relationships between numbers!
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ey Click here to find out more.
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Today we welcomed CAFOD into school to further develop the children’s understanding of Catholic
Social Teaching. Tricia worked with all children in KS2. The children, as always, were impeccably
behaved and were wonderful ambassadors for our school.
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Online Safety Tips

Article 19: The right to be protected from all forms of harm

Online safety is something we take very seriously at St. Joseph’s. Children are spending more and more
time online and it is important that we teach them the skills and knowledge to navigate the online world
safely.

We are seeing a growing number of children using social media sites and being exposed to inappropriate
and unsafe content on these sites. We would like to remind parents that most social media sites have an

age restriction of 13+.

FC 2024

What's the most prolific partnership in recent football history? Son and Kane?
Ronaldo and Benzema? How about EA and FIFA? Their collaboration pro-
duced the most popular sports video game series of all time, with 325 million

copies sold worldwide.

EA Sports FC 24 — the makers’ new solo offering — now hopes to emulate FIFA’s legendary success. While
it’s almost certain to hit the back of the net in commercial terms, does it keep a clean sheet against FIFA’s
traditional online safety risks? Find out in today’s guide.

For 20 years, FIFA dominated the football video gaming arena, attracting legions of devoted fans and
scooping up accolades like a digital Real Madrid. After parting ways with the sport’s governing body, how-
ever, renowned developers Electronic Arts (EA) have now launched their own individual bid for the title.
It’s called EA Sports FC 24, and its effectively FIFA 2.0.

Familiar action delivered by the same team, of course, points to a comparable level of popularity — espe-
cially among those young gamers raised on the FIFA franchise. As our guide highlights, however, EA
Sports FC 24 also carries many similar risks to its predecessor, including addictive gameplay, abusive voice
chats and expensive in-game purchases.

Sending or receiving inappropriate content

Young people can feel pressured into sharing content that could be harmful to
themselves or others. This could be in the form of sexting or sharing nudes, or
it might be sharing memes and images of others without their consent — which

can be a form of cyberbullying.

DMs (direct messages) can be used to share very quickly and they have no control over how the image is
shared further. Some social platforms have features such as disappearing messages — where an image or
text will only show for a certain amount of time for the recipient before deleting. This might make users
feel they can share more, but the recipient can still screenshot and forward the content to others.

Live fully, Act justly
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Date Event Time Parents Invited
Thursday 21st September Year 1/2 Curriculum Meeting 34328;1]& Yes
Tuesday 26" September European Day of Languages All day No
Thursday 28" September Year 3/4 Curriculum Meeting 34328;1]& Yes
Friday 29" September MacMillan Coffee Event 9:00am Yes
w/c Monday 2" October Black History Month -- No
Thursday 5" October Year 5/6 Curriculum Meeting 34328;1]& Yes
Friday 6™ October Year 5/6 Harvest Liturgy 3:00pm Yes
Tuesday 10" October World Mental Health Day All day No
Wednesday 18™ October Year R Welcome Liturgy 3:00pm Yes
Friday October 20th HOUSE DAY All day No
Tuesday 31* October Halloween Parties: non-uniform All day No
Friday 10" November Year 3/4 Remembrance Liturgy 3:00pm Yes
w/c Monday 13" November Anti-Bullying Week -- No
Thursday 16th November SEND Coffee Afternoon 2:30pm Yes
Friday 17" November Children in Need Day: non-uniform All day No
Tuesday 21* November Parental Consultation Meetings 364(())(5):m_ Yes
Wednesday 22" November Parental Consultation Meetings 364(())(5)rznm_ Yes
Thursday 30th November Year 1/2 Advent Liturgy 3:00pm Yes
Friday 1% December Christmas Fayre and Tree Lighting 5:00pm Yes
Monday 11" December SEND Parental Meetings TBA Yes
Tuesday 12" December Christmas Jumper Day All day No
Tuesday 12" December School Christmas Dinner Day 12:00pm No
Wednesday 13" December EYFS and KS1 Christmas Production 2:30pm Yes
Thursday 14" December EYFS and Yea;llféocnhristmas Pro- 2:30pm Yes
Friday 15" December KS2 Christmas Production 2:30pm Yes
Monday 18" December KS2 Christmas Production 2:30pm Yes
Tuesday 19 Year 4 Reconciliation 1:15pm No
Tuesday 19" December EYFS and KS1 Party Day All day No
Wednesday 20" December KS2 Party Day All day No
Thursday 21* December HOUSE DAY All day No
Thursday 21* December End of Term 3:30pm Yes

Live fully, Act justly




Procedure for appointments during school hours

If you have to take your child out of school for any reason, including a medical, dental, school visit ap-

pointment, please could you inform the school office prior to the appointment along with any supporting

evidence of the appointment. This is so that we can authorise the absence where we can and your child is

not marked as unauthorised in our register.

Please see below guidance from the government regarding school attendance. https://www.gov.uk/

school-attendance-absence

Children should aim to arrive in school by 8.55 am at the latest. Persistent lateness causes disruption to

your child’s education.

Late arrivals

We understand that mornings can be hectic and

that, on occasion events beyond parents’ control
can cause delays on the journey to school. How-

ever, we have noticed that the number of chil-

dren arriving at school after the gates have closed

at 8:55am has increased in recent weeks.

Year Attendance this week:
Lighthouse 73.7%
N/R 91.8%
1/2 | 92.6%
3/4 L 94.2%
5/6 v - 91%
Yearly Attendance to date: 94.3%

Class registers are taken at 9:00am prompt as we

| Weekly Overall Atendances 0.9% | " o e i opparianiies
children should be in class and sat down by

9:00am.

Standards at St Joseph’s

Our expectations on attendance must
remain strong and, as the parent com-
munity know, we take this part of our
job very seriously indeed. We will be
contacting parents/carers of those
children who are persistently absent,
this means any child with an attend-
ance percentage of 90% or less.
Please understand that this is a sup-
portive measure and that we are
working hard to leave no stone un-
turned to help your child achieve the
very best possible outcomes.

Equates to:

SCHOOL
DAYS «
SCHOOL

‘ DAYS «

SCHOOL
o <K WPROVE

& - P CONCERNS
. et SERIOUS
ovs €K » CONCERNS
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Israel and Palestine Conflict

We have all been horrified and upset by the terrible situation that continues to
develop in Israel and Palestine. As a school community we have been praying
each day for the innocent people who are facing incomprehensible violence,
grief, and despair.

Pope Francis has said: “War is a defeat, every war is always a defeat,” he said,
and he asked us to join him in praying for peace in Israel and Palestine. The gov-
ernors, and school staff, are thinking of all the members of our school community
who may be directly affected by the violence or are impacted by the atrocities.

® We are proud to be part of a loving and caring community at St. Joseph’s, and
like in any family, when there is suffering, it is felt and recognised by all. Likewise,

we are all here to support each other through these terrible times.

We pray together...

God, let violence cease in Israel and Palestine. Let there be no more bloodshed. We know your heart
breaks for those killed and those left behind—for the orphaned child, the injured elderly, those abducted
and families desperate for safety. Lord, speak into this crisis.

We lift our prayer to you,

Lord, hear us.

We pray for those who have lost loved ones. Let your peace and love wash over them. Please protect and
provide for those who have been abducted and bring them home safely. Let them be reunited with their
loved ones—let them feel the comfort of their embrace.

We lift our prayer to you,

Lord, hear us.

God, we pray that you open doors that allow food, essentials, and medical supplies to reach those in
need. May first responders be able to rescue the injured, comfort the grieving and help rebuild many
lives.

We lift our prayer to you,

Lord, hear us.

God, we pray for your peace and reconciliation to overcome conflict. We ask that you give wisdom and
discernment to our global leaders and those in positions of power who have the ability to impact the
course of this war. Help us to be bold advocates and agents of peace in our own communities.

We lift our prayer to you,

Lord, hear us.

Live fully, Act justly




HOUSE POINTS

25th Ma B\
Il S5 S5
20th March “s’%"{fé.é \K

Weekly total 116 100 111 97

Running total 116 100 111 97

Stars of the week

Isabelle Year N /R For learning to do up her zip independently
: . -, -
Roman Year1/2 For super work-in maths g—
P .
Rafael Year3 /4 For resilience > .
Filip Year5/6 For an excellent attitude to work< 2 —
_ — —iil

\\/

Rainbow Rewards

Green |Isfor the world he made (Be a steward) Gabriella

Is for the light so bright (Be humble) Teddy

Blue [Isfor the sky he made so we can aim high (Never give up or |AvaP and Amelia
take the easy option)

The rainbow is a sign of God’s promise,
He will guide us through any storm.
When you feel battered by life’s storms,
Just remember God’s rainbow is coming -

It’s only a prayer away.

Live fully, Act justly



Ask your child

How waos We're sure you all ask your children what they have learned at school every day.

SCHOOL We're also sure that the depth of answers that you receive will also vary, with
some children saying, ‘nothing’. To help aid your discussions, each week in the

newsletter we will include a starter question that will help your child to talk about

foclay?

what they have been learning that week in school. Try it tonight

Lighthouse Hub How is a baby welcomed into God’s family?
Nursery / Reception How is a baby welcomed into God’s family?
Year1/2 Who is Miro?
Year3 /4 What have you learnt about Catholic Social Teaching?
Year5/6 What have you learnt about Catholic Social Teaching?

Article 14: The right of freedom of thought, belief and religion

The Gospel in Church - Sunday 5th November

r w "™ One day, Jesus said to the crowds and his disciples, “The teachers of the law and the
Pharisees are experts in the law of Moses. So, you should do what they tell you to do

and listen to what they say. But do not copy what they do, because they do not prac-
tise what they preach; they don’t do what they teach other people to do. They love to
have people pay special attention to them and to be called ‘teacher’. But do not copy
them. Do not call each other teacher. You are all like brothers and sisters and there is
only one teacher, the Christ. The one who is greatest among you should be the serv-
ant of others. If you put yourself above others, you will be humbled, but if you hum-
ble yourself, God will make you great.”

Matthew 23:1-12

Live fully, Act justly



(Lecornmended Lead

The Bee Book

Bees, we’ve all heard them buzzing around but what’s the big deal? Older than some dinosaurs, bees are
quite the insect. Honey bees are considered nature’s hardest worker and it's hard to argue when their
days involve honey-making, pollinating, dancing, cleaning, nursing, building, guarding and foraging. Bees
are brilliant and it’s time for everyone to be buzzing about them...

L" )
\h'/
Page Count: 48 AXT
Age: Year land 2 14
U D

Genre: Non-fiction P —)
Themes: Animals, nature ! » A

'a word about books' says... “Milner’s guided tour of the world of these often misunderstood little in-

sects is bee-rilliant, bee-autiful and is worthy of the phrase, ‘the bees knees.’ Fantastic."

The Big Book of Birds

Birds. Our incredible feathered friends and winged-wonders. But how many types are there? Why is a fla-
mingo pink? Do magpies really steal shiny things? Why is a peacock such a show-off? With the answers to
all of these and more and information on feathers and beaks, nests and eggs, bird calls and song, you'll
soon become a super bird-spotter and able to attract birds to your garden...

Page Count: 64 I’i e > ‘; ~
Age: Year 3and 4 3w =
: ; N:go= ) _‘_;-)“
uf‘: TS\ J"-‘i

Genre: Non-fiction -

N
Themes: Birds, nature, environment
'a word about books' says... “A wonderful book for any budding ornithologist or the casual bird-watcher
who enjoys a bit of bird spotting from home. Will be devoured by children who want to find out every-
thing there is to know about our feathered friends."

Black Artists Shaping the World

Throughout history, Black artists have been marginalised, failing to get the recognition that they deserve.
But things are changing and the world needs to hear about Kerry James Marshall, Larry Achiampong,
Magdalene Odundo, Faith Ringgold et al. Meet twenty-six Black artists, discover how their art shapes and
shares their opinions of the world and be inspired to do the same...

Page Count: 144

Age: Year5and 6

Genre: Non-fiction

Themes: Art, diversity, BAME

'a word about books' says... “Rich, timely and refreshing, the celebration of the exciting and important
work of Black artists offers up plenty of energised inspiration for children and adults alike. A beautifully
designed anthology that is the perfect gift for any budding young artist."

Live fully, Act justly
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What Parents & Carers Need to Know about
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